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Readers well acquainted with my articles in ot er amateur
fantasy magazines may leap to the conclusion that this is yet another
in the perennial sage--it the terms be not mutuvally exclusive-=-0of the
Fritz surnamed Lang. As long as | can milk another poun out o thz ven-
erable name of that cream of fantasy film directors, it seems | wil]
have something further to write about the man rzspoensible tor Mciro=
polis, Liliom, usw.

et me hasten to disabuse the w spicious, then, and intorm
the mzrely curiousy The surname around which this article 1s bullt is
our famous auvthor...lLeiber. Fritz Leiber NP :

Avthor Leciber and | recently spent o very plzasant evening
st "fran shack', thez king-size den which also serves as a mattress and
mailing address for your genial editor, Mr Francis Towncr Laney, Alas
for my naivety, to trust this out-o-Towner, for, tiguratively speak-
ing, after cntertaining me royally, he gave me the royal businesse |
was required to record the happenings of thal eveningl

O, that sly and calculating Laney, thet most exceedingly
mislcading, deaf-ear~to-my-pieadling, ") beseech you not to breach your
vndoubtedly good breeding", ghoulish-feeding prin ter ot good reading
who an article is needing--in shorf, that not so zany Laney!

Alright, | give up. | started to takz my-pon in hand,thzn
takz myseli in hand instzad. Rzad on af vour own peril. | am report-
ing what transpired that necromantic nite--1dte Interpolation: Does
a troscibudding tanne, with a Weird Tale, neck romon tict-—atter a

tapse of scveral weeks. So it's in the lapsez ot the Gods. | compose
under thz handicap of not having made mentsl notes for a planned ac-
count. later, 1| may decompose.

As a reader ot the k te Unknown Worlds you would perhaps re-
member Leiber for Conjure Wite; as 3 reader of Astoundlng Scle nce-flc-
tion, tor Gather, Darknessls as a reader of Weird Ttales, | could not
say, being more of a collector of this particular periodical than a
peruser, but 1 belleve he has had stories in its p3 ges.

This was not my first meeting with Leiber. 1t was he, | be-
lieve, who tirst visited me; some yzars ago, bztore he became a tan-
tasy writer. He came sezking, as | recall, information about certaln
stories by zither Lovecratt or Howard. Shortly atter, | seem to re-
memberseeing him a second time, at 3 meecting of fantasy writers and
$1ans at Henry Kuttnert's one-time Beverly Hills apar tment,

{ believe, now, It was Howard that Leiber came fo secec me

about; for i remember Fritz had moved to chicago by the time wec pub=
lished REH's The Hyborcan Age {sce footnote on page 21, and sent a
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letter from that city praising the production. Lett's see, the booklet
was published In 1938, By 1939 he was writing, because | went to the
First World Science Fiction Convention and obtained at the auciion the
Isip original illustration ftor his Two Sought Advenlture.

So six years had passed since | saw him lasty; but he did not
appear appreciably changed. Still a towering man, about six teet tour,
| shoufd judge, wi th the build to go with his wnusual height. Dark,
handscme devil, and strongly resembling Leiber Sr., the cinemactor.

{There has just crossed my mind at this moment the veriest
mote of a memory of having seen Leiber Jr briefly about a justrum ago
in 8 short motion picture subject. Was he playing go!f with Bing Cros-
by in a Screen Snapshots..?

The cvening af Laney's, Leiber interested himselt, as what
trueg taontasy tan would not, in browsing thru the remarkable library, re-~
moving now this, now that volume, trom a heaven laden shelt, to examine

it, perhaps comment on 1t. Llet me see it ! can remember any longer
the tittes that came to hisattention or received mentiony There was a
Bram Stoker'!s Jewel of the Seven Stars, | should say; Dracula's Guest;

a work of Oliver Onions; fwo enormous Engl ish horror anfhologiess S.
Fowler Wright's Deluge (& taney tovorite); Darkness and the Light, W.
Olat Stapledon's Tafest imentioned onlyl; and L[eiber supplied gquite 3
few tacts on Algernon Btackwood. This guthor, Let ber revesled, related
of himselt in an auvtobiography {Things Before Thirty ..ttl) that he had
an atfinity for bad lots of humanify. He wasconfinvally betriending
riftratf. At first they would sponge on him, then come to steal from
him. At last Blackwood would rebel and turn them over to the taw; then,
in a 1it of remorse, do everything possible to prevent justice trom
taking its coursel Neurotic, no doubt. Leiber also said that AB's re-
sction to the Big City was an odd one: New York seemed to be s huge,
trightening, awesome, overwhelming, alien complexity to him. Leiber
commen ted that Lovecrait gave evidence ot being similarty attected.

Ft {(no, that abbreviation won't work so well-~| meant it tor
Fritz Leiber but realized the monet | typed it that it could stand e-
qual ly easily for Fran Laneyle~leibzr also talked at length agbout this
suthor or that whose writings were derived from dreams, and had a det i~
nite dreamlike quality about them. He told of a book credited as being
atmost completely a franscription of a dream. 14 FTL remembers the
title of this unique work, | myselt should be gratetul tor its inclu=
cion at this point. (FTL regrets that his mind is a compiete blank
on this point, among many others.)

At one time in the evening & remark was made gbout the Eng-
iish post-war plan tor a scientitantasy magazine to be a kind of com~
bins tion of Astounding and Unknown. Leiber was immediately interested
and a copy of ThZ bi-weekly New Jersey s-f newssheet, Fantasy Times,
wass produced, from which he read thedetails and copled the address of

potential editor Walter Gitlings.

Leiber theorized that many fantasy writers, tinding fhe tield
too limited tor a lucrative living, adapt part of their talents to sci-
ence fiction, so called. The standards of the day being far less
steict than in the Gernsback era ot science=-steeped writers like Breuver,
Verrill, Olsen, Ke!ler, Wells, and Campbel !, writers with only a li=
brary gleaning of a subjeect may hash together saleable pseudo=-scienti-
{ic stories——and {fo02) otten do.

Fritz had brought with him a box of manuscripts tor Acolyte
consideration, and finally FTL could restrain himselt no longer trom

{{ootnote from p. 1) A 28~-page memorial volume including a chonological
account of Conan's carcer, map of Hyperborea, and an int roduction by
(4PL. Available ftrom Box 6475 Metro Stn., LA 55, Cal., at $! per copy.)

- 2 -



\.

L

stheating thru his treasure trove with unrep-2ssed exclamations of lcy.
Laney also made a vrustreling search ftor a copv of lLeaves, a

quality coliectors' item tzaturing crf-*rail works by Wandrei, Moore,

Lovecraft, Merritt, Howard and otherc, ir which a poem by Leiber had

once agppeared. Fritz had previously veen uvnswarz e th? varsetls publi-

carion. The title has since been discwered o be Thz Cemons of the

Upper Alr. = ==

| took the inveluable opportunity of asking leiber what he
thot ot Weird Woman, the Univars:c!l picture adapted from his Cenjure
Wite. | remembzarec that Meiritt nad seen the niciurizatiaon nt Sevean
roofprints to Saten-~and wept. | wendered it Conjure W'ie had 3 o0
becen so butchered- | was hanrdicapped bv. not yer naviag scen i1 myself.
However, | was uvnder the impression it hed originaily been intended as
an "A" picture~-high-class cast, direclor, seifings, efc., even, | be-
lieve, In technicolor--and wound up as «ne of the tnner Sanctem gquizk-
fes, Lleiber revealed that the crigina! sc-ipt, he havieg w: iiteu i
had pretty taithtully followed th2.story. Then the studic haag ‘gotien
the idea the property couvld be usca, with ™

;01 vgbie alterations”, for
ong ot the Chaney series. 1t} was given & "ireatment’.. The jrzatment
in turn was treated--or, mistreated, i+ yorn will. At any rate, i the
end, the emasculated product emerged.~- . ; '

Now much more than the mere tid-bits | heve related ftoregoing
must have franspired, but I'I! be a son ot a Shoggoth if 1| <can reccatl
just whaf oll else. Curse that Lamy for exposing my inadzquatz mem-
ory! But 1*'11] get even with him: Some day "Il invi fe hiia, and, say, .
Cleve Caritmil! over to my +1lat; a week later, cail on him a* *he Los
Angeles Science Fantasy .Society meeting to give . a hel't hosr's extempo-
raneous talk -about what transpired. Cleve-r of mc, eh?

\ : Leiber Gottl - ' ~ e
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AN rXPERIMENT IN LOCAL FAN ORGANIZATION

Out of - the great mass of stupidities arisigg'from the late fan
feud in Los Angeles, there remains a slight resifdue of worthwhiic &x-
perience. .- While of course the bulk of the actions ocn beti sides were
of a depth of stupidity not to be imagined by ond not o¢n the soene, the
experiences of The OQutseiders should be preserved in the archlivea of fam
dom for the benefit of ensuing local clubs. I should not take the
gpace in FAPA for this purpose had it not been for the large amount of
Futurian organizational material in the 38th mailing. 4s..1t is, I do
not feel - that this article is duite so out of place. - .

When the group seceded from the LASF3, all twelve ar thirteen of
us wished to form some sort of fantasy society--we did notknowfor cer-
tain what we did want, except  that we wished to stress infermality .and
aocompl ishment at the expenase of formal business meetings and conetit-
utional Quibblings. Until late in the career of The Qutsiders, the
group did not even have a constitution, but it was finally found nec-
essary--ao T. Bruce Yerke {author of at least two different censbitut-
ions for the LASFS) was delegated to draw up the one published later

in this issue, Our first meetings were nothihg more than discussion
gatherings held either at the Carolina Pines or at Fran Sha?k. -Mpch
0 my surprise, the individual members reapected each other's r;gnts
quite well; the discussions were carried on vexy succesafully without
benefit of presiding officer or parliamentary law. As the group be-
gan to get under way, it was.decided that 1t should function largely
38 a publishing organization; and the back room at Fran Shack was
fitted up for this purpese. {Equipment consisted of two mimeographa.
(Bronson's and Laney's), stylii, stapler, trimming beard, and sllp

B




sheets.) I deoided to held open house twice a week ead
days) and for several monthe the group published tiggzgu:l;}.m Sty lhate

In actual practise, thepe sessions were no snd of fun. There wers
usually two orews mimeographing (orank-turner and slipsheeter), and
generally two or three idle handa, who variously read, played records,
or otherwise lent moral eppport to the laborers. By default, I took
charge of these eseesicns; deciding whose stensils would be run when,
whip=-cracking at delinGuent etencil cutters, and in general etrawboss-
ing the deal. It worked beautifully, though I fear many of the kiddies
@ocided that my mother must have been sgared by Simon Legree.

Other activities of the group {aside from the feuding) revolved
largely around the weekly dinner meetings Saturday nights, and infor-
mal get-togethere on other occasiona. While in the earlier daye of
The Qutsiders, far too much attention was paid t¢ blckering with ths
LASFS, or in holding hate gessions; after a month, most of the membera
had settled down to the pursuit of 1life, liberty, roeebud, and fan act-
ivity, The productivity of the group may b# judged by the 106 pages
of material in the 38th mailing.

The c¢asual reader may perbaps be wondering why The Qutsiders fail~
ed as a club. The group had the seeds of its own eéarly dececage in ite
very nature, or rather, in the very nature of ite membera. Ths major-
ity of Quteiders were older fane who had largely loet their interest in
the field--tbus, the group obviously needsd new blood. These same mem~
bers were adamantly oppoeed to letting any newer, more enthusiastic fans
asgooiate with them. Thue, the group wae foredoomed to failure.

But our experiences with cooperative publishing, with infommal
meetings utterly without constitutional quibbling, with unorganized in-
dividuals acting in cooperative harmony without the stultification of
formal laws and precedents-~all these things point along the lines that
any permanently esuccessful local fan oclub must follew, The members of
fandom are, generally epeaking, far mozre interested in fantasy-weird-
stf, fan publishing, and intelligent discussion than in the squabbles
which will invariably arise when they allow themselvee to be yoked with
constitution, by~lawas, officers, and all the reet of the paraphenalia
of the average DAR chapter. And the beet fan club ie the one which
provides heavily of activity in which each member can participate per-
sonally.

From experience, I would say that if the group haes one or two mem~
bers of an aggressive type as leaders, it can riee to great heighte
without once going through the misery of a formal meeting. We, at
leaet, found this to be so,
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[He CONSHTUTON OF THE DUTSIDERS

CONSTRUCT ION :

The OQuisiders is a loosely knot body of persona professing an in-
terest and inclination in that form of literature known as fantasy and/
or science fiction, as represented in pulp news-etand magazines and/or
better and lesser known literary books of thils nature.

In addition, there is a predominate interest on the part of the
group in amateur printing, writing, and editing. For this purpese, va-
rious individual members maintain reproducing equipment, and from time
to time issue amateur magazines.

The OFFICERS of The Quteiders shall consist of a Regulator, whoee
duties differ from that of & conetitutional preaident or chairman'in
that he functione according to neither Robert's parliamentary procedure
noer any similar local document, but regulates the order of business and
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discussion by the application of well known principles of cOmMinQr—c2nes
icgic, The Regulator ehall be elected by a simple majority aand sexve
until such time as a simple majority deems it desirable to replace him,
or until such time as he himself desires to resign;

and a Secretary-Treasurer, whose duties will be {a) to be the off-
icial correspondent for the group with other groups and parties and (b)
to receive and account for whatsosver funds the group ralsss or receiver

MEMBERSHIP:

The Outsiders is a closed organization, membership being obtain-
able tarough invitation and acclaim. 4s this group ls endeavouring %o
function on democratic principles, the great emphasis is laid on per-
sonal and individual integrity on the part of the members and their at-
titude towards the club, their own group behavier, and towards the oon-
gideration of new members as proposed by any member in gooed standing.

All persone who are members shall pay one dollar per month to the
Secretary-Treasurer, due &t the beginning of each month. Thils money
shall be established as a holding fund, disbursemente to be contrelled
by a three-fourthe majority vote.

From this group such persons as are willlng end akle to contribute
to Project ¥ shall be recruited. Projeot M, though a project of The
Outsiders, is not %o be construed as the primary purpose of this group
nor is participation in this project %o be conetrued aes reduisite for
membership in the group.

MEETINGS AND PROCEDURES:

It ehould ve emphasized agdin that The Outeiders 1s not construct-
ed along parliamentary or constitutional lines. The group 1ise informal
at all times. Meetings shall be called on any regular or irregular
date. However, to assure fair-play, any meeting at which large amounts
of money are to be disbursed or whereat major polloy changes are to be
considered, muat be announced within ten days of the time of said meet-
ing, Unusual situations shall be acted on by those present, and it ie
presumed intell igent consideration will be given to all aspects of any
such situation.

To facilitate the presentation of proposals to the group, thosee
persons interested should meet in committee sessione at some date prior
to the meeting and work out their proposal so as to clarify it among
themselves before occupying the members' time with it.

In consideration of the fact that the membership is to be select-
ed with the utmost consideration, it is felt that further regulations
will be more of a technical morass than an assistance; and it 1s fur-
ther assumed that the intelligence of the individuals concerned will be
sufficient and ample to overcome unusual seituations, which ne amount
of written jurisprudence oan completely foreses.

It is hoped that this system of acclaim and consideration will
prove successful; inasmuch as parliamentary proecedure has in the pas?
proven impractical with a group of this nature.
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FILLER: Several of the members seem tao have missed the point of ny
various remarks in previous Fan-Dangos anent adultery, fres-love, and
the 1ike, I definitely do NOT hold That adwltery, per se, is a nece-
sary accomplishment of the well-rounded individuval. W®hat I have beo
trying to get at is thie: fane, generally, are very poorly {or shouid
I say purely?) adjusted to sex. A little good olean aduliexy is far
more aocceptable to me personally than the spectical of young aduld
males whoee sex life is largely characterized by its absencs. £Lither
an adulterer or a celibate ls probably sexually maladjusiec.
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REVIEW QOF THE 28TH MAILING

.. .7hioh might be sudtitled: Intri on the Lower Lsvel Jo
Thing Long. As Is custgma:y, we shaiz—gggrz—bur-tuvrtgu:ng-witgytnaya

by now well-known (I hope) index of activity. For the benefit of new-
comere, I might say that these figures are derived by dividing the num-
ver of members into the number of items in the mailing to present a
percentage of activity whioh is then expreseed in dec al form., In the
case of the current mailing, I could not find the heart to list the 10
itema emenating from the dung dispensery at Newoastle; Thus the &3 1te-
ms {oh NO!) enumerated in the FA are cut to 43, plus the one coniribu-
tion from Friar Tuck. This figurs, eo far as I am gongcerned, is the
official etanding of thie wailing; however, I append an alternative
listing for the benefit of those who 1ike the late Mr. Rogers-Degler.

34th Mailing. 35 papers from 51 members. . 690
35th Mailing. 36 paperas from 65 members. . 400
36%ts Mailing., 48 papers from 65 members. 737
37th Mailing. 31 papers from 65 memberxa. « 477
38th Mailing. 44 papere from 65 mempers. «677
(ox, if you insiaet.......
38th Mailing. 54 pepers from 65 members. .831
¢e....Hore we go again!
wwmn00000=mw=

THE FANTASY ORITIC, The remarke of offiolal critic Speer on nmy
remarks on free love "mite" have been amusing had they not reflected
Mr. Speer'‘s well-known and offensive pruriency. Ae is a matter of
record, The Okie believes that a woman need do no more than to smoke
a casual cigaretts, and she is a fallen dameel of the gutters.

Furthermore, I 4o not feel that it is the provincs of a purported-
1y tofficial™ oritic to take up apace justifying the exiatenca of ons
of his own publications; as Speer goea in the caee of the S-F Democrat.

——ea 000 Qmm——

FAN-DANGO. This iseue contained many rather biting remarke direc-
ted peracnally at both Forrie Ackerman and the LASFE. Theme remarks
were more than a little putdated by the unaveoidabls lapase of time bet-
ween the produotion of Fan-Dango and its appearance in the mailing. At
the time it was written, the local feud was at ite height; by the tiume
it was circulated, the feud was over-~everybody loved everybody, and
the perspiring editor had conesiderable explanations to dig from nowhere.
I auggast, for the sake of keeping thinges straight, that F-D II-1 be
consldered as a postmailing to the 37th mailing.

Also, in the course of this issue, 1 neglected to credit RAHoffman
for the lone illuatration-~which a%so appeared in #6 Acolyte.

=m0 0000m=——

FUTURIA, As an oxample of ego-boosting-~phooey. As an example

of fantasy bibliographical information--bravo.
e 0000 0=—~=

FAR~TODS. I 1ike the subtle way in which NFS ealls me a worm!
Neat, ohum, nea%. As to completely normal people, I perhaps have not
used the precise language I should have. Obviously toompletely nor-
nal" is something that one seldom meete in real lifs., The "completely
normal® individual is no more than the theoreiticadl being made up of
a vagt numbsr of averages; to find one in the fleah is a ooincidence
6f an infreQuency which Norm is far betier eQuipped than I to express
mathmatically. However, though obviously you and I have met different
groups of fens, I feel that as a group the onece I have met are further
from the norm than any other group of people I have known.

Degler not a detraction to the quality of FAPA? My dear fellow!
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DEGLER CORRUPTI I D j T
poses, a nonsmember 8§'FAPﬁ?SE%ghi%gama,ﬁegelgﬁigogt%%% Egagélfﬁ%anj”

than a rehash of the same old dung, 1 shall refraln from gomngut, Se-
silss, FAN-DANGO no longer uses words of Anglo-Saxon derivatiii. e
¢ne containing the material written and stencillied by our wenber, B -
wead Washington, is of somewhat different nature. Inasmuch as Waslorg-
ton is a member of this socisty, I shall attempt to dilscuss his contii-
bution to the mailing, even though it does sail under the wrong flag.
Vashington's "Director's Report" etrikes me as being the same old
"Coomic® nonpense better written and stencilded. Perhaps the Cpsmlo
Circle may, under Washington's guidance, rise to new heighis (%, but
the credo has not changed, the aims of the organ%zat:on haginnsy 25325;
! g Y
S g2 ke $5.o5iE,08tere abeoluvely BRTRRREARS. AR, PRBISEY 1t Tace
fandom with the label of crackpotism; the sentence: "Wo are moving for-
ward into a new era; and in the vanguard, I feel, are those readers a§d
writers of science-fiction who for years...etc. bish...blah, "-—can ON.Ly
serve to drag fandom into disrepute with any people of reasonable in-
vall igence and maturity who might happen to pick up a copy of Waa?in
ton'e report. In this same line, I invite your attention to the lias
t#o paragraphs of this sanme report. Verblage, my frisnda. & £
As le fTairly well known in FAPA, Raymond Washin§ton is gne g 3
faw fzno I mctively dislike. The reasonsa 10X this dialike = emina
to tne first month or so I was in fandom, and need not be.gone ta
here. However, I am well aware that anything_idizétetgggfg %rd:zhogé
v e taken as mere pIe LA )
E%ggi%iginmgige%ékgiiltgo% bgablindea by pgeaﬁdlce andT§a§1 toe§i§2
his Cosmic Cirgle until 1t is completely wiped out. is moveme
23 a menace to fandom,

-==-00000

AT THIS POINT, I should like to interject an apology for the wav-
ering lines on this and other pages. Long use as a medium of stencill-
ing completely ruins a typewriter's guide rollers and platen; mine is
fagt becoming that way.

-~ 0000 0-———

FAPA VARIETY, Miracle! I actually remember to comment on a poai-
mailed item! However, this one was really pre-mailed, as Il recelved
it a full week ahead of the rest of the mailing.

Friar Tuck's mention of binding of stuff "™n' things interesis me
hugely. dJust for the fun of it, I've learned how to do creditable
bookbinding--all processes from sewing the signatures together up thru
applying the lettering in gold leaf. One of the items I have bound ls
Duane Rimel's set of Fantasy Fan. I wonder how many other bound vol-
umes of this exist. As a rule, however, fanzine binding is beyond me;
separate sheets reQuire to be overcast, and 1% is very difficult to
do this eolidly without certain heavy and expensive machinery.

I 1ike your binding arrangements very much, except that I duestil-
on the advisability of binding FAPA mailings by years instead of by
publishers. I realise, of course, that it would be very hard to bind
them in series by publishera, what with so many different ones and
such small Quartities of each; however, imagine what a lovely volume
a complete set of about five years of En Gdrde would make.

On the Question of Laureate Awards, I differ with you strongly.
1£ I personally were ever to win ons of these, 1 would want eitker a
book or an original, appropriately inscribed to me. Such an award
would be something I'd cherish; whereas stencils would just be ueed
up and forgotten, Besides, 1 seem 10 manage to buy my oOWn anyvay.

And, as you will notice, Fan-Dango is having more and more ori-
ginal creative material.
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PHANNY. An eycellent issue., I partioularly liked the poetry,
with Tryst taking highest honore. oI'd have used this one in Agoivie.
0000 =
LIGHT. I definitely should like to see the column, Unscientifacis,
abolished! The worst feature lightly and politely Crouch has used.
The iseue otherwise ie up to par, though I should like to see lmprove-
wetn in its mimeography.

weewdQ000==—"

ECCENTRIC'S ORBIT. (Michigen edition) It is chappies 1ike Don Unm-
bilicus ae Cordova aka Johan Sebaation Foub aka Cornelius Jul ius Fern=
jus aka Ferdinand the Fout aka Roseébud Q, Overlap aka Paddus MimeogTa-
phus foutiensis & a Squiggles the Squeech aka. .. {(whew)....Anyway, it
is guys like Mike who make peopls 1ike RDSwisher turn grey befers their
time, You all realise, no doub$, that this mailing contained three...
ves, threa...different and distinet issues of thia magazine, EACH of
which was labeiled Volume I Number l.....The diet at Slan Shaok sounds
gimply LOATHESOME! Haltingly, I wgndﬂr--what doea LIEBSCHER eat?

s me 000 QO = oo

INSPIRATION. Lynn gets both censure and approbation this time.

I honéetiy feel, air, (and from a very similar work-life to yours) that
even a Trotten union ie better than none at all. Furthermore, With =0
many different interests doing their best Yo pound down the laboring
man forever, each atismpt to bat down bad unions will aleo recoil on
the good ones. I'm inclined to believe that the best thing would be

%o condone anything a union wishes to do until we are in such position
that we can olean house. without ita backfiring on labor generally.

Your statements on the extermination of the Japanese race eimply
amaze me beyond words. Realistio and cold-blooded thinking is so Tare
& phenomenon in fandom that I marvel to find even one of us who is .
capabge of it. Congratulations.

Your remarks titied: The Im and Imagidom provides about as good
s summation of this discusiion as could be asked for. From the sound
of your own habits, you are a fan in a million (or rather, I should
say, in 500!). I certainly hope that I am able to meet you pereonally
at some time or another--you aoundblike ny type of fan and then some.

o000
THE NEW HIEROGLYPH. A valugble addition to my permenent collec~-
tion; thanks, DAW.

== 0O000=-==
AGENBITE OF INWIT., The take-off on HPL was highly delightiul,
and I have no doubt that Lovedraft himself would have gotten a terri-
fie kiek out of it.

~men(0000==-~
INVESTIGATION IN NEWCASTLE, Between this, and the oubpouring of
Rogersiana.....weil, if petition #3 fails, I shall no longer take any
pride in remaining a member of this organization. I shall remain, ob-
viously; I'm not one to cut off my nose to spite my faoe, but the op~
inion I would bave of my fellow members in such a case would be, %o
put it mildiy, unprintable.

oo0o0

TAKE-OFF. This might well be the subjeot of the second imsue of

TBYerke's magazine entitled: “PUQUE..({whioch is not pronounced pugk®"!
—eemQ0000=wn=

EMERGENCY FLARE. Nothing particularly comment-worthy (meanin
thereby that I'm not supposed to argue with the gentleman). DBut W
published this? I believe that all FAPAzinee eshould be distinctly
labelled with the name of the publisher, for cataloging purposes if
for no other rsason. I realise that I've not always ehown my name on
Fan-Dango in an obvious place, but it has always been there.
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. - THE WORKS. Wow! Lowndes' remarks anent the NFFF strike = aigily
sponsive chord, I feel, however, that the NFFF is a dead 2ok iepe
because of the degeneration of scientifiotion than becaues 2f tLe il
herent pointlessness of any national fan organization. While grandi-
0s€ plans may be talked about, the only actual accopplishments of ary
natlonal.organizations todate have been, to put it mildly, laughablis.
Woether it be the Cosmic Circle with ite illifterate ravings, ox the
NFFF with its etupidly titled dulletin full of Chamber of Commercs
style pep talks; there is nothing in such an organization for ibe real
fan of welird, fantasy, and scientifiction., I consider that EXEvans ia
a sincere individual, working for what he believes to be the good of
fandom; however, I regret my inability to say a like thing about the
other NFFF officers whom I have met personally. To them, NFFF ie nc
more than a vehicle for the boosting of their little egoes——-me, 1'd
rather join Liebscher in boosting roosters.
. When I declalu againa$ national fan organizations, I do not wish
it to be taken as a denunciation of FAPA. FAPA differs from such groups
in that it is lses a fan organization than an amsteur journalism soci-
ety nade up of fans and former fans. Furthermore, & group such as FAPA,
waich offers both active participation and worthwhile colleoting and
reading material to all of its members, is far more likely to succeed
than a group whoee membership are expeoted to spend their time admiring
the antios of their Paoifioc Coast organizex.

When way I have my second ssucer of cream?

wmen00000me -~

MILTY'S MAG, Milty's remarke anent his delirious visilone prompt
me to inquire if any of the rest of you have shared my experienoes with
vodka? Perhaps it was dus to the baseness of the product (cheap Mexi-
oan rotgut), but my two experiences with the stuff led %o most fantas-
tic dreams and waking visions. On neither occasion was I drunk, but
upon going to bed I immediately fell inte a troubled slumber, a slumber
filled with dreame of an almost unbelisvable clarity and reality. Much
of the time I was semi-awake, with my eyes open; I could see every de-
tail of my room insofar as the etreet lamps would show 1t-—yet at the
apre time the visions persisted. I did not seem actually to be taking
part in them so much as I was an interested spectator. I had no voli-
tion over them, but at the ssrie time I didn't seem tc care much what
oane next-~-muoh as though I were attending the cinene,
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S50 SAARI! Your ocomment on Fan-Dange leads me to inquire if per-
sons need be either introverted or extroverted. I was under the impre-~
soion that extreme extroversion was considered a&s much a maladjustment
a8 extreme introversion.

=ee00000~=—=

THE STUMP, Subversive! These "fasoiste! are everywhers }

~=w=00000=——

TOWARD TOMORROW. Yerke's statement that members of NAPA, Quill &
Sorcll, etc. produoce far better presented and thought out material than
fandom id oértainly open to Question. I am familiar enough with NAPA
(Itye belonged to it longer than I have to FAPA) to estate emphatically
that our average is far superior to theirs. Aside from a limited few
publications NAPAzines are not as good as the typical Vulcan publ icat-
ion. And in the days I belonged to Quill and Soroll, I piocked up no
inprasaiona of the group particularly caloulated to give me a high opi-
nion of it. Otherwise, Bruce shows a commonsense approach which is
distreseingly uncommon in fan circles....Kepner's own article on Fandom
and Xthics leaves much to be desired. It rambles around too much, and
furthermore, states few if any conoluslona. I doubt if any zeader of
it has any idea as to what Kepner himeelf believce of thie subjeoct.




...Xarden'a atory is very good; despite a few rather obvious weanknesses
I 1iked it far better than the average prozine yard of the present day.
....The book review is most excellent; I believe that reviewing is per-
haps Jimmy'a estrongest point as a fan writer, and should like to see
many more from his hand. In connection with this particular page of
BT I oannot resist relating s bit of ite history. Mel Brown was doing

b ¥ turning for The Qutaiders, and was proud-
%}Bd§ggﬁ¥1§§° %g gonggncgﬁgeograph.g %hie maohgne %B 8’ diabolic gniwg;

i1 requires to ve inked with a brush. So...Mel put on the stencil aud
commenced fouting around with it., He'd run a page, 1ift up the stencil,
smear ink, replace the stendil, the while ewearing continually. This
went on for some time. At length e gave vent to a bellow of triumph;
he had a perfectly inked page. About that time, someone noticed that
the stencil was on hind-side-to-fore! Oh joy!

Jimmy'a comments on Milty'g,gag ars, I believe, a typs of thing
from which FAPAns should refrain. e all have our doubts of thlse and
that——obvicously--but I believe that this paragraph comes periiously
near %o being seditious, and for that reason is as out of the place in
the mailings as obacenity, After all, there are postal inagectora.

Al §n all, however, I enjoyed the issue; and should like o aee
one in every mailing.

=mrmQO0 00—

FAN SLANTS. Any FAPAn interested in the previous, non-FAPA isaua
of this magazine may obtain a copy by sending 15¢ to Mel Brown, 638 Bo.
Bixel, Los Angeles 14, Calif, It is a maseive, 64 page affair. (Thie
plug should, I hope, relieve Mel of the 30 or 40 copies he has left.)

DAW'e etrcesing of fandom's independence of the prozines 1s ust
another facet of om offandoms most interesting and annoying attitudes.

I refer, of course, to the amazing indifference to book fantasy, and
to the unwarranted precccupation with the pulps. To me, the real fan
is interested primarily in fantastio literature, rather than in the
hooey and bilge of "professional" fandom. (And notice the way Mel's
ptrangely individual typing etyle has affected my own? %ek.)

Since I compoésed my column, Tryout Smith has distributed a new
iesue of hie magazine...his 370th !

Kepner's article on the late local feud is a fair1¥ good presen-
tation. The only oriticdism I can make is that it faile to efrese suffi-
cilently the extreme childishness displayed by all those participating
in it. Bis last paragraph is rather frustrating; inasmuch as the reu~
nion had taken place before FAPA mailings had been distributed; however,
that's fandom for you! I do objeot most emphatically ba.his statement
that any of the Lazatr letter waa apologised for by any of the Qutesiders,
This unfortunate letter was written by an individual member as an indi-
vidual; however much we regretted its publication, we did not apologise
for it, since that would be a tacit admission of its official atanding.
What we did do was to disavow it completely, and point out that it rep-
regented no more than the viewa of one individual of us.

Mikels portion of this mag is excellent, particularly the attit-
ude towards Degler, bul at the momegt I think of no comnnents.

== Q0000 mm—

VARIOUS PERDUE MATERIAL. Good enough, though I thought the tear-
jerking stoyy more than a little corny.

' === 000 0=~

AROADIA. This is truly delightful. Ah Willle, what a woim you
15 to do such s thing to.the innocent fervor of HHonig. Up until now,
I thought 1 was ocatty.,..Incidentally, don't you juet love the way
Harry digs into our.feud, just as thou$h he knew what he was talking
about? ind the letter to DAW) Wheeep! Come again, Honig; you're a
battey humorist than Tuoker, even though you are unconscious about it.

Cem 10 -



BLITHERINGS. I see that the DAR of FATA has been augmented b
one., I suggest that perhaps lieasrs. Speer and Lavis might Tird mue{

of satisfaction in a monastery? Scedy's ramarks on 8lan Center show
that he would be a constant nuisance arvund any such establ Liumenv.

He evidently would be in the forefront of any movement designsd %o in-
hibit the activities of the more fun loving members. His peculiar dis-
trust of catohing the public "ey" makes me wonder what makes him feel
go hyperly imporfant. (I am commenting on par. 4, p. 7, if you wish
to see what set me off.)

Further along in Blitherings certain remarks prompt me to clari-
fy my attitude fowards "midVictorian fen® (ooo, there's that horrid
word!) I have no objection whatever to fans leading any sort of stupild
and repressed livea they may fcel happy in following. I do object vio-
lently %o any attempts of theirs either to suppress the rcet of us or
to hold their own lack of developement before us as an ideal to follow.
Sure, I'm hoi polloi--it's fun. At the eame time, I play a good aver-
age game of chess; I probably read fully as much and as variedly as
Mr. Davie. I just don't care to limit my own life to these tiny facets
of human existence; further, I dislike to see other fans frittering
their lives away in futile fruetration. (FTLaniac, reformer !)

"Also amusing is Laney's deduc-n that free editing of fan articls
is OK from the fact Laney does it". Phooey! One of the first fan ari-
icles I ever read was by Bob Tucker, stating that he not only edited
but re-wrote nearly everything that had appeared in LeZombie up to that
time. {LeZombie, for your information, Mr. Davis, is #1 fanzine at
present, and has been for a long time.§ liy editorial policy has borne
fruit too, deepite Mr. Davie' dislike for it, The Acolyte standa #3
according to the recent Beowulf poll; and, I daresay, numbers more big
names in its 1list of subscribers and contributors than any other cur-
rently published fanzine. ... You really ought to ®ry publishing &
magazine for a change, Mr. Davie; instead of a fouty rag like Fan-Dango
oY BILitherings !

Test my comments seem to deal too largely with myself, I should
point out that while my natural sgo compelled my wading through M.
Davis' adolescent mispellings of the items dealing with me, I read no-
thing olse in his submisaion to the maliling,
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MEMOIRS OF A SUPERFLUOUS FAN. Thoroughly interesting and woxrth-

while,
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EN GARDE. Typographically, one of the very best to date,.. I re-
gret 1o be so changeable, but I am again ready to modify my views on
Slan Center. (As far as that goes, one's views on such a subject ocan
hardly be expeoted to remain static; inasmuch as one miggles with more
and nore fans and reads more and more on the topic.) In any event,
Al's remarks on the subject (p.7) show an approach worthy of serious
conaideration. Obviously, the nucleus should be a "tight 1ittle gro-
up"¥; not necessarily married, but at least old enough to have some
solidity. Congeniality must be a prime requisite, and if the wmembers
are not willing to be thoroughly tolerant of each othexa' foibles, the
venture ia doomed to complete failure. As I have sald before, however,
I guestion strongly that the venture be limited to fans per se (con-
genial persons would be a better term to use), and I etill feel that

it would be better for one of us to take the deal over as a completely

unpentimental businesa wventure. However, I have come more to believe
that the group can succeed, if they make an effort to keep from eeeilng

so mich of each other that they begin to wear out their friendships.
Throwing it open to all fandom eventually, as Al suggesta, does
not sound feasable. I feel that this group should be exclusive as
posaible, with election of new members subject t6 a unanimous vote,
-— 11 -~
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HORIZONS, Nice issue; at least, 1t is very comment-wortly this
time. TFor your infermaticn, this "no known railroad in the United
States® has reference fu the deal in which I took over tha Trneaiceraact
prozine colaectinon., T lived in Claxksten at the time, bubt our 3 cen-
ter was Lewiston, Idaho. Though I wade much of my living deniinz with
freipght shipments, I was so excited akout getting the amags that 1 icr-
got 1o give a freight address. This resulted in a most frusirating
extra trip to the deopt on the part of Hr. Chauvenet Sr,

Xenen, though a very good magazine, 1s scarcely any reasonr for us
to rush into NAPA. I am in my second year of membership in thie oxgan-
ization, and fail to see much ip it for the average fan. There are,
hojsever, a number of thoroughly worthwhile contacts to be made tasrein;
if enough of you are interested to drop me a postal reduesting it, I'll
very gladly make up a list of their addresses, fogsther with suitahle
comments about them, and include it in the next Fan-Dango.

"Peor town for labor™ does refer to unions, and I qQuestion Harry's
underlying attitude as reflected here. But I've stated my views on
this subject through FAPA already; they are unlikely to change; so I
shall move on to greener pastures.

The article on education came as a welcome surprise. It will in-
terest you, Harry, to know that my own article on the subject was ori-
ginally irtended to highlight this issue; however, the combination of
a lack of time and the acquisition of the excellent article by FJA caus-
ed me to postpone the final revision. It's coming soon, though.

=w==00000~~~—

CALIBAN. I am bitterly disappointed in Larry's "Statement®. No
posaible reason can exist for Shaw's disqualifying himself on this fine
opportunity to take a decided stand on a matter of interest to all fan-
dom. Larry must have an opinion on Degler one way or the other; to my
mind it is his duty to express i8 through the use of his ballot. The
fact that he published the Speer paper has no more bearing on the case
than the fact that the name of Shaw was at one time rather freely ban-
died around in various CC publications.

~e—=00000~=—=

BLACK AND WHITE is well worthwhile; my previoue FD set forth so
thoroughly my views and convictions on the matter of racial prejudice
that I do not wish to comment further on the subject until I see what
response I may elicit in the next mailing.

=—===00000=-==—=

WALT'S WRAMBLINGS. The cover is utterly utter. It iz one of the
moat fornchly pluebliating items ever to gladden the Laney orb's of vi-
gion. Air-brush, take a back seat! ... The reprinting of Vincent Star-
rett and other top-flight critica is a thoroughly worthy wventure, and
makes Waddy even more worthwhile than ever.
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READER AND COLLECTOR. Nothing else in the mailing came even close
to this masterpiece. The only thing I didn't approve of 100% was the
fact that this material didn't land in The Acolyte, and after all the
main thing is to get it published. If any succeeding FAPAzine tops
this one, it too will probably be published by HCK.
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BANSHEE, A very excellent effort. More, please,
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STAR-STUNG, Hyper, even though I dislike blank verse and tend
towards being very conservative along poetical lines. This pamphlet is,
however, a worthy companion to the excellent stuff once published by
Joquel, and is eaeily #2 item in this mailing.
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Fan-Dango is published quarterly for the Fantasy Amateur Press Associ-

ation by Francis 7. Laney, 1104 S, Georgia, Los Angeles 15. Any resem-
blence to a fanzine is purely coincidental. .




